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There is only one topic to write about: St Peter’s school closed. And then it reopened! 
Well school didn’t close completely. We were actually open every day from March 23rd, through Easter and half term for the children of keyworkers and vulnerable children who would benefit from being in school.  The number ranged from five to 20 children on any one day and staff worked a rota to ensure that the school was always open.  It was certainly a bit strange rattling around in an empty building, taking children’s temperatures before they came in and teaching mixed ages. It made us think how hard it must be for those schools you hear about in remote rural areas, where one teacher has to teach all age groups in one class! 
Home Learning has been uploaded to the website each week from March and we know how challenging it has been for many parents to supervise their children’s learning on a daily basis, often while trying to handle conference calls and other forms of work. We have had overwhelming positive feedback from families. The following is lifted from a parent email this week:
“I'd also like to say that leadership, advice and communication from all the team at St Peter's has been exemplary throughout. The honest, humble and clear communications have really helped and many other organisations could learn from your responses.”
Anyway, in line with Government guidelines we opened for Early Years, Y1 and Y6 on June 2nd.   The planning period was exhausting as schools had an endless stream of Government directives to work from – at one point changing by the day! We initially welcomed back 120 children and now, three weeks’ later we have 170 children and we are absolutely full, under the current social distancing rules. At St Peter’s the take up for places is far higher than the national figures. In Early Years and Y1, we have 80% and 75% of eligible children in and this rises to 90% in Y6.  We also have around 65 keyworker children attending most days. 
There were huge logistical and operational changes to put in place but after the initial nervousness all is well.  Social distancing and regular handwashing have become new school rules and even the youngest children know which zones they can and can’t enter.  
All pupils are in a designated team (or bubble) of a maximum of 15.  They stay with their group throughout the day- so we have lunches delivered to the classroom and the outside area is split into sections for specific teams
We are aware that depending on family circumstances and health, all children will have had different experiences over the lockdown period. Staff were prepared to support children emotionally but have actually been surprised at how buoyant and eager children have been to return. 
As always, our staff have been brilliant. They have all been in full time since June 1st.  It’s great to be back but unfortunately, we don’t really have any social contact because of the bubbles!  Most are not teaching in their own year group which would be fine- but teachers are also having to prepare and monitor home learning for children who are still at home. 
Families were hugely disappointed when the Government recently reversed the decision for all primary children to return before the end of term.  That means that some children will have been at home for five months (providing they all return in September).  Like most schools, we are preparing for a September return for all, and hope that we are given plenty of time to prepare the environment for 400 children. Watch this space! 

