
Observing and Collecting Guidelines

Pick up insects using a plastic spoon or a paintbrush as they are delicate and 
can be easily harmed. There are a number of ways you can search:
• Look carefully in leaf litter, soil, grass. 
• Overturn logs or stones and carefully replace them.
• Tree beating – lay a large white sheet under a tree branch or bush and 

vigorously shake the branch or bush (you will have to be quick to spot 
creatures which can fly or run fast).

• Use a sweep net to check what lives in long grass or nettles.
• Use a pond net to collect creatures from a pond.

Always check before touching a plant. Many common British plants can be 
poisonous.









http://www.treetoolsforschools.org.uk/activitym
enu/?cat=minibeasts
Link to identification sheets for ladybirds, 
butterflies, minibeasts etc

http://www.treetoolsforschools.org.uk/activit
ymenu/?cat=birds
Link to identification of birds

http://www.treetoolsforschools.org.uk/acti
vitymenu/?cat=mammals
Link to identification of mammals

http://www.treetoolsforschools.org.uk/activitymenu/?cat=minibeasts
http://www.treetoolsforschools.org.uk/activitymenu/?cat=birds
http://www.treetoolsforschools.org.uk/activitymenu/?cat=mammals

