News from St Peter’s School

As a school we were able to reflect on a rich and successful 2018-19. Over the year we had a very positive Ofsted inspection with a report that highlighted the exciting curriculum provision for pupils at St Peter’s. We were shortlisted for the National TES teaching awards and also ended the year achieving The Sportsmark Gold and the coveted national Green Flag Award.
The Green Flag is in recognition of the learning that the school has done around the environment.  This has involved monitoring and acting on the use of power in school, taking proactive steps to reduce plastic, planting trees, growing and selling our own crops and supporting the local authority in their monitoring of air quality in Farnham. Eco issues will continue to be on the agenda at St Peter’s the Eco committee (adults and children).  We have a few children who joined the demonstration in Gostrey Meadows – but before doing this they are expected to write to the head teacher explaining their motivation. The Green Flag itself is what you might expect… [image: Image result for eco green flag school] (but green)! We have purchased a flag pole and will be hoisting the flag to be seen over Green Lane and all of Farnham!  
At the end of the summer term, our pupils held their annual Charity Fair on the school field. In 90 minutes, they raised £1052!  The money was split between two local charities: Step by Step in Aldershot and Change of Scene, a Farnham based charity supporting young people with emotional/behavioural needs.  A representative from Step by Step then came in to thank the children personally and we shall be arranging a date for some of the older children to visit the charity’s centre later this term. 
So, what comes next?  The school year has started well and everyone is now settled into new classes and routines. We have welcomed 52 pupils into our Early Years classes and also a few older pupils who have transferred from other schools.  We are introducing a new initiative in school this year: Trick Box. This a programme designed to help children (and adults) develop skills which will help them in many aspects of their lives.  One of the key areas is resilience. You will have heard a lot in the media surrounding young people’s well- being. This programme should help children to handle those situations in life which don’t go as we may have expected. We’re excited to roll it out and integrate it into our curriculum. We shall keep you updated.  
We look forward to the Harvest Service in church and once again, will be collecting for Farnham Food Bank. While on the subject of school services, may we take this opportunity to thank Lizzy and Sue who have prepared the church for our services over the years and given everyone a very warm welcome. We could not have managed all the logistics without the time that they have given us.  Thank you. 
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